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CHAPTER 1  

Overview of the Municipality   

 
 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 
 

iLembe District Municipality is a Municipality that always strive for excellence, speedy service 
delivery and committed to out  rooting poverty. Located between Richards bay and eThekwini 
iLembe  is well located for various number of opportunities stretching from local to international 
business. Furthermore in order to ensure a sustainable environment for the future generation the 
Municipality is putting necessary measures in protecting its natural environment by complying with 
the necessary legislation. As a commitment to the protection of the environment and sustainable 

development iLembe  District Municipality organised the first Climate Summit in the region on the 
5 th  of August 2010. The various issues raised at the summit indicated that ILembe  District is not 
immune to climate change. As a coastal district it is imperative that the district prepares and 
adapts itself to a changing world. Sustainable development is thus at the core on how the District 
conduct business within the region. This ini tiative is important to pass on to the next Council in 
order ensure continues effort in dealing with issues of sustainable development and climate change 

over the next five years and beyond.  
 

The District has through its strategic planning exercises in ta ndem with the local municipalities and 
other role players, prepared an Energy Master Plan which has identified a need for approximately 
R1, 8 billion  worth of bulk and secondary electrical infrastructure to be constructed and 
administered within the iLembe  District Municipality as a whole, in order to meet the present 
electricity backlogs being experienced within the District.  
The district intends being the first District in the Country with renewable energy resources.  To 

enable the above, the District has  undertaken with assistance from COGTA to develop as follows:  

1.  iLembe  District renewable energy development plan  
2.  Applying for a NERSA  licence  for the iLembe  District Municipality.  
3.  Engaging and negotiating with financial sponsors and international donor  organisations  in 

order to raise the capital required.  
4.  Engaging and negotiating with the various technology partners within the WFE programme 

to find appropriate hybrid solutions and technology applications.  
 

The 2011/2012 iLembe  IDP Review marks the end o f 5 years of implementing the 5 year Strategic 
Plan which was adopted by Council in June 2006. It is without doubt that the iLembe  District is 
showing signs of substantial progress in terms of speedy service delivery especially in poverty 
stricken areas. This is further amplified by the current draft 5 year review which was 
commissioned by Council as a way to provide a comprehensive review and measure all work done 
by Council in the past five years and strategically align current commitments with the new 5 year 
plan to be commissioned by the new Council in order to ensure continuity and alignment.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



1.2 SITUATIONAL ANALYSIS 

 
MAP 1: iLembe Local Context 
 



 

1.2.1 LOCAL/REGIONAL CONTEXT  
 

The iLembe  District Municipality area (DC29) lies on the east coast of KwaZulu -Natal, between the 
eThekwini Metro in the south and the Tugela River mouth in the south and is traversed by the N2.  
At 3 260km², this is smallest of the 10 KZN district municipalities.  iLembe  District consists of four 
Local Municipalities, i.e. Mandeni, KwaDukuza, Ndwedwe and Maphumulo.  Further more, this 
district is located between Africaôs two great ports, i.e. Durban and Richardsbay . 
 

 

1.2.2  PROFILE OF ILEMBE DISTRICT MUNICIPAL AREA 
 
The District is made up of 45 Traditional Authority areas where settlement is controlled by 
Traditional Authorities according to a traditional land tenure system.  These TA areas cover 
approximately 63% of the total area where the State and the Ingonyama  Trust own the majority 
of the land within Municipality of Maphumulo, the lower reaches of Ndwedwe (69%) and coastal 
and inland reaches of Mandeni (49%).  
 
The northern areas of Ndwedwe, the central corridor of Mand eni and KwaDukuza Municipality are 

the com mercial farming hubs of the District.  The commercial farming areas of KwaDukuza, 
Mandeni and Ndwedwe (31% of the iLembe  District) are mainly under privately owned sugar cane.  
 
Areas of urbanisation in the District comprise of KwaDukuza/Stanger, Mandeni, t he Dolphin  Coast 
and Nkwazi.  Land uses within these areas are typically urban mixed uses with high levels of 
infrastructural and service development and an adequate provision of social facilities and services 
to support the resident populations.  Industri al development is concentrated in KwaDukuza, 

Isithebe and Darnall, most notably the Gledhow and Darnall sugar milling operations at Stanger 
and the Sappi Paper mills at Mandeni.  

 
Village centres such as Maphumulo and Ndwedwe in the west and Nyoni and Mbizi mbelwa in the 
north comprise of commercial and service development in the rural areas.  They largely exist in 
association with a magistrateôs court, clinic, pension pay point, health, education and  

 
welfare office or similar state service.  Wholesale comm ercial activities have expanded and these 
villages have emerged as supply centres and transportation hubs to the remote rural areas of 
iLembe .  
 
Despite this, the iLembe  District features sufficient unique selling points to prosper within its own 
niche mar ket on the following basis:  

 
¶ Pristine beaches and a relatively  unspoilt  natural environment, undermines the claim of being 

ñThe Jewel of the Kingdom of the Zuluò. 
¶ Centrally located to the provinceôs other major assets, i.e. Game Reserves, St. Lucia World 

Heritage Site, the Berg, Battle Fields and Durban.  This places this District within a two -hour 

drive of many of KZNs natural attractions and two World Heritage Sites.  
¶ International and local recogni tion and interest in King Shaka and Zulu culture and history.  

This diverse and rich cultural heritage has potential for growing and broad international 
appeal.  

¶ Strong cultural and historical links to India, the United Kingdom and Mauritius.  
¶ A sub - tropical  climate positions it as an all year round tourism destination.  
¶ Unique quality of the Districtôs agricultural attributes of soil types, climatic diversity and 

rainfall.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.2.3 DEMOGRAPHIC REALITIES  
 

 
The Census 2001 population estimate for the iLembe  is 560 388 people living in 120 390 
households.  If population growth figures and the impact of HIV/AIDS are considered the current 

population is estimated at 805 239 people living in 145 907 households. This is assuming that 
average household sizes  remained relatively constant at an average of 5.52 persons per 
household.  
 

 
TABLE 1: Census 2001 iLembe District Municipal 
 

1.3 BACKLOGS  
 

Future alignment is embedded on critical baseline information as a spring board to fast track 

service delivery. Base line data on backlogs has provided a strong sense of measure as Key 
Performance Indicator on speedy service delivery. Over the past 5 years  iLembe  District was able 
to  provide clean and drinkable water to a basic level of service to 127 929 people residing in 25 
408 households. Furthermore 127 913 people residing in 25 430 households were provided with 
basic level of sanitation.  

 

1.3.1 SUMMARY OF BACKLOGS AND ACHIEVEMENTS  
 

Clearly the iLembe District is severely backlogged as far as the provision of infrastructure is 
concerned.  Backlogs are estimated to escalate if programs and projects are not implemented to 
eradicate these backlogs.  From  the analysis of current realities it is clear that the rural and 
traditional areas of iLembe, i.e. Ndwedwe and Maphumulo, are more severely affected by these 
backlogs especially with reference to sanitation.  The topographical features and dispersed 

settl ement pattern of these areas do not make the provision of basic services and infrastructure 
any easier.  The greatest backlog in terms of water provision is in Mandeni  and Ndwedwe . The 
figures for 2010/2011 indicates  that backlogs achieved were only in the area of sanitation. This is 
due to the fact that water projects are still underway and figures for this service will only be 
available in March 2011. From 2006 to date 127 929 people residing in 25 408 households  
hav e been given access to clean and drinkable water to a basic level of service and 127 913 

people residing in 25 430 households  have been provided with basic level of sanitation.  
 
A total capital expenditure on water and sanitation for the 2010/2011 financia l year is projected at 
R122,889,725 of which R83,190,450.16 was certified until January 2011 . 
 
The following tables outline the Backlog recorded per Financial Year and the Achievement per Local 
Municipality. This Assessment relates to a Five Year Period fr om 2006/2007 to 2010/2011 for 

Water & sanitation Service Delivery.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Municipal Area Census 1996 Census 2001 

Mandeni 111 909 128 669 
KwaDukuza 131 091 158 582 
Ndwedwe 167 404 152 495 
Maphumulo 124 703 120 642 
iLembe 535 107 560 388 




